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A newsletter for schools from OCN Eastern Region

Welcome to the first OCN contents:
Eastern Region newsletter for e FLT: the Foundation
schools. Learning Tier

Qualifications for schools

With major 14-19 education * Step-UPin action : a case

. study
reforms underway, we aim to « FORVUS reporting
explain and inform on a regular ¢ Support and Training

basis using real life examples and
experiences.

Foundation Learning Tier
Schools should be working with Local Authority 14-
19 strategy advisers to ensure their offer meets the
requirements of the emerging reforms. The
overarching focus is to provide a personalised
curriculum for each and every learner at a level
appropriate to that learner.

The Foundation Learning Tier is part of the 14-19
reform to improve skills and provide clear
progression routes for learners working below level
two. The government's published target is for 30%
of college provision to be within the FLT in the
coming academic year. From 2010 the FLT will be
an entitlement in schools.

* Does your school have its plans in place?
* What will your curriculum look like in 2010?

If you would like to find out more about the
Foundation Learning Tier and the implications for
schools, we can help. OCN Eastern Region has a
range of material that explains how to accredit
learning that will meet the qualification
requirements for FLT provision as part of the new
Qualification and Credit Framework (QCF). This
material has been useful in helping schools and
colleges design KS4 engagement programmes;
create a curriculum enrichment syllabus; and
accredit extended schools activities. Sheringham
High School's programme is described later in this
newsletter' Black Belt Academy is designing a
Martial Arts course specifically for KS4
underachieving pupils' and several 14-19 strategy
groups are engaged in discussion with our
Development Managers.

To request a meeting with one of our Development
Managers please email or call 01206 873023.

Qualifications for schools from OCN Eastern Region
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Step-UP in action:
Sheringham High School

Working with the OCN Eastern Region the school is offering
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students the chance to swap the classroom for gardens and
workshops and get their hands dirty whilst working towards
a new nationally recognised qualification called NOCN Skills
Towards Enabling Progression

(Step-UP).

Growing organic fruit and vegetables, visiting farms and
investigating issues concerning food production are all part
of the year long horticulture course, while in the workshop
| students are building their own motor bike and learning how
to service a car.

The courses offer an alternative approach to the traditional
curriculum. Spending one day a week, the students are
engaged and motivated to identify their individual strengths
and interests. As well learning practical skills in gardening
and mechanics, the 15 — 16 year olds are learning key life
skills such as teamwork, leadership skills and time
management.

e = The benefit of the Step UP qualifications for the school is
MR 5 T Y ! that it provides the flexibility to use external partners,
g i - including local authority and voluntary organisations, with
the relevant expertise to deliver the coursework. In
Sheringham High School’s case, they use Norfolk County
Council’s Holt Hall Field Studies Centre for the horticulture
elements of the course.

To find out how you can implement Step-UP please contact
us on 01206 873023 or via email.

Forvus Reporting

If you are an OCN Eastern Region Recognised Centre, you will be aware that a number of NOCN
qualifications carry a points tariff that can be included in the DCSF school achievement and
attainment tables. To ensure your learners’ achievements are included in the totals for your
school, NOCN has to report detailed statistics to Forvus by a certain date.

Please advise your exams coordinator colleagues of this key date and ensure that all completed
Recommendations for the Award of Credit (RACs) are submitted by the deadline.

Final date for Centre to submit RAC information
Friday 26 June 2009

The NOCN qualifications that attract performance points include Step Up, Art and Design and
Financial Literacy. Please contact us if you have any queries.

In most local authorities, the 14-19 strategy group or the Connexions service is working to
provide help and advice in implementing the new reforms. In Norfolk, for example, Connexions
Norfolk is offering the NOCN IAG Level 2 Award as CPD for schools.

OCN Eastern Region also attends 14-19 strategy group briefings to give an up to date overview
from the perspective of an awarding body. If you would like us to brief your school or
consortium please contact OCN Eastern Region on 01206 873023 or via email.

We have recently added a suite of CPD courses to our training offering. One course is
specifically aimed at staff within schools who are new to, or have responsibility for, credit based
learning. It provides an overview of assessment processes and quality assurance systems. On
completion participants will understand: the principles of assessment for credit based learning’
the requirements of a quality management system for credit based learning, and the key
requirements of external assessment. For more information please contact our training

department.

Feedback
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